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 CHAPTER 2 On the morning of Anna's birthday, Elsa was feeling worse than she had in months. She pulled up to the train station just as the last of the commuters were getting off, and she was surprised by how uncomfortable the brief ride had left her. She'd just finished her first year of college, and she was ready to leave the city. She'd been born and raised here, and she didn't have anything close
to a family to go home to. But she hadn't wanted to admit it. She'd had friends she liked, and she'd had a new life, a fresh start, and if they hadn't been friends in college, maybe she could have gotten along with them. Or maybe she could have gotten to like them over the years, though she wasn't optimistic about that. As much as she'd had friends, she hadn't been able to actually make any. Even if she'd
tried, though, she would have failed. The team was her family. Her teammates, her friends, her people, and she couldn't bring herself to be around them. They all knew her so well, and she knew them, and they knew she was a liar. She'd been lying to them for years, and they'd been right to be suspicious of her, but she couldn't just leave. Even now, in her apartment, she had to pretend, and she hated it.
She hated it so much that it hurt. The last three years of her life had been spent with the team, and it hurt that she was forced to leave. As the train pulled away from the station, she looked out the window, and she didn't think about how much she'd miss the apartment or the team, or the city or the friends that she'd made. She didn't think about her best friend's birthday or her party, which was just her

way of pretending, a way to maintain some shred of normalcy. She thought about the game, instead. It was the reason she hadn't made friends. The reason she'd stopped talking, the reason she stopped making eye contact. Every time she opened her mouth to talk, she would have to lie, and lying was hard. And so she was left with talking about the game. Which she did all the time. Which she didn't
understand. She didn't understand the game, and she didn't understand what made it fun or interesting, or what the rules were. She 82157476af
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